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DETAILED ACTION 
This action is in reply to the response filed on June 9, 2008 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claim 7, 9 and 15- 17are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Honnsbeen. 

Hoonsbeen discloses in Fig. 1 and 2, a card and a method for securing an item 
comprising: a cavity (P) in a card portion (C) on a first face (top of the card portion 
where the second portion item 20a mates) which is within the card portion; the cavity 
operable to receive an item (15); a second portion (20) connectable to the card portion 
operable to secure the item (P) in the cavity and to permit the item to be removably 
inserted from the cavity; a securing mechanism (11a and 20C; both on peripheral edge 
of cavity and second portion) operable to affix the second portion (20) to the card; 
wherein the securing mechanism comprises a groove or recessed portion (11a) in the 
cavity operable to removable secure the second portion (20) to the card (which 
inherently would inherently comprise one face), an indented portion (20b) relative to top 
portion (20a) and operable with the card portion to removable connect the card portion 
to the second portion, and a distal portion (20c) along the edge of the second portion; a 
magnetic strip (26) on the face of the card and operable to store information of the 
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issuer of the card, and separate from a projection of the recess onto the face of the 
card; and wherein the card comprises a transparent face. 

Hoonsbeen does not disclose the magnetic stripe operable to enable card 
transactions, however the only structure provided in such a recitation is the magnetic 
stripe. If encoded with the proper information the structure of the magentic stripe could 
be used to go through a credit card transaction but Hoonsbeen's card is encoded with 
different formation. It has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner in 
which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate the 
claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus satisfying the claimed structural limitations. 
Furthermore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to provide the magnetic stripe of Hoonsbeen with 
credit card information or other information (such as shown in Page 5, Lines 10 - 14 of 
the specification) as encoding certain types of finite information is well within the 
technical field of one having ordinary skill in the art. 

In regards to Claim 9, Hoonsbeen further discloses wherein the first face has an 
at least partially transparent portion to allow viewing of the item in the cavity (Column 1 , 
Lines 59 - 67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claim 23, 31 - 33, and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hoonsbeen and Lam et al. (Lam). 

Hoonsbeen discloses in Fig. 1 and 2, an card comprising: a first face and second 
face parallel to the first face (the examiner considers this to be the interior of the front 
and back walls of the holder) a recess (P) operable to receive an insert (15) and 
disposed on one of the first and second faces; a slidable cover (20) operable to secure 
the item (P) in the cavity and to permit the item to be removably inserted from the cavity; 
a securing mechanism (11a and 20C) operable to affix the cover (20) to the card; 
wherein the securing mechanism comprises a groove or recessed portion (11a) in the 
cavity operable to removable secure the cover (20) to the card, and a distal portion 
(20c) along the edge of the cover; a magnetic strip (25 and 26) operable to store 
information of the issuer of the card on the first face, and disposed on the card at a 
location separate from a projection of the recess onto the first face of the card; and 
wherein the card comprises a transparent face. 

However, Hoonsbeen does not disclose wherein the insert is coupleable to a 
picture to permit the picture to be removably inserted from a recess and the magnetic 
stripe enabling card transactions. 

With respect to the magnetic stripe enabling card transactions the only structure 
provided in such a recitation is the magnetic stripe. If encoded with the proper 
information the structure of the magentic stripe could be used to go through a credit 
card transaction but Hoonsbeen's card is encoded with different formation. It has been 
held that a recitation with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is 
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intended to be employed does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art 
apparatus satisfying the claimed structural limitations. Furthermore, it would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the magnetic stripe of Hoonsbeen with credit card information or other 
information (such as shown in Page 5, Lines 10 - 14 of the specification) as encoding 
certain types of finite information is well within the technical field of one having ordinary 
skill in the art. 

Lam et al discloses in Fig. 4, an insert (56) coupleable to a picture (58) to permit 
the picture to be removably inserted form a recess (38) from card (20). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Hoonsbeen's card with an insert having a coupled 
picture as taught by Lam et al for providing a mounting platform in which to prevent 
movement of the inserted picture. 

In regards to Claim 23, the method of the picture being personally selected by 
the cardholder to customize the card according to one or more particular personal 
preferences of the cardholder, does not structurally limit the claim. The patentability of 
a product does not depend on its method of production. If the product in the product-by- 
process claim is the same as or obvious form a product of the prior art, the claim is 
unpatentable even though the prior art was made by a different process (see MPEP 
21 13). Therefore, it would have been obvious to customize the cards in any desired 
manner. 
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In regards to Claim 41 , Hoonsbeen modified by Lam further discloses wherein 
the one of the first and second faces has an at least partially transparent portion to allow 
viewing of the item in the cavity (Column 1, Lines 59 - 67; Hoonsbeen). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed June 9, 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. With respect to the card limitation the Applicant is correct in stating that 
the slide holder is not a credit card but structurally with respect to the claims it is 
capable of being used as a credit card considering it does have a magnetic stripe. Also, 
the magnetic stripe enabling card transactions is not a structural limitation but instead 
an intended use since the use can be done with any magnetic stripe but only the 
information needs to be encoded. A credit card's magnetic strip goes through a 
different encoding process than Hoonsbeen's magnetic stripe but both have the same 
structure. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PRADEEP C. BATTULA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2142. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Thurs. & alternating 
Fri. 7:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris H. Banks can be reached on 571-272-4419. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IP. C. B./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3725 
July 9, 2008 

/Derris H Banks/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3725 



